THE   RELIGIOUS  SETTLEMENT

TO resort humbly to such as be learned in holy Scripture for
their instructions in that behalf.

Finally, his highness signifieth to all and singular his loving
and obedient subjects, that his majesty was nor is compelled by
God's word to set forth the Scripture in English to his lay subjects,
but of his own LIBERALITY and goodness was and is pleased
that his said loving subjects should have and read the same in
convenient places and times, to the only intent to bring them
from their old ignorance and blindness to virtuous living and
godliness, to God's glory and honour, and not to make and take
occasion of dissension or tumult by reason of the same: where-
fore his Majesty chargeth and commanded! all his said subjects
to use the holy Scripture in English according to his godly
purpose and gracious intent, as they would avoid his most high
displeasure and indignation, besides the pains above remembered.

The culminating point of the ecclesiastical legislation of the
reign was reached in the Act of Six Articles, known to the
Reformers as * the whip with six strings'. The Parliament
which met early in 1539 appointed a committee of two arch-
bishops, six bishops, and Cromwell as vice-gerent, to examine the
state of religious belief. The Duke of Norfolk, one of Cromwell's
chief enemies, precipitated matters by putting before the house
six articles, which dealt with the main points of difference
between Catholic and Protestant. He proposed that these points
should be debated, ahd a penal statute then framed accordingly,
to secure the religious conformity and uniformity that Henry
so greatly desired. Cranmer and Latimer led the cause of the
Reformers, with Gardiner, Bishop of Winchester, and Tunstall,
Bishop of Durham, as two of the chief defenders of the old faith.
Henry himself argued against the Reformers in the House of
Lords, and according to Cranmer secured the passage of the
, measure thus determined on, and known as the ' Act for abolish-
ing Diversity of Opinion '-1 That he was intensely concerned
about the precise wording, and was himself responsible for much
of it, is evident from the following extract dealing with the six
articles of belief.

1 cf. his own statement, o. 2*2 and n. scfi.